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assures us that tlie task is easy, but would
involve too severe a tax on our patience, and
resigns the work to a Christian Divine, to
prove that "the conception of the Absolute
and the Infinite., from whatever side we look
upon it, is encompassed with contradictions."

This application of the extracts from the
Bampton Lectures reverses the practical
end the Lecturer had in view. But the true
reply is very simple. The doctrine may be
encompassed by swarms of contradictions, as
the Church is by armies of aliens, but it can
never be proved to contain them. The diffi-
culties thrown together, so as to cloud with
doubt all the fundamental truths of all theology,
may either be solved, one by one, by careful
and patient thought, or at least be proved not
insoluble. But to do this we must travel
upward slowly, by patient induction, from
plainer and simpler truths to the more obscure.
And it may be safely denied that questions
on the highest and most glorious of all reali-
ties, the great I Ail, can be settled, either
negatively or positively, by heaping up verbal
qontradictions, couched in variable and am-
biguous general terms. We know and are
sure, as Christians, that God is the First Cause,
tbe Creator, absolute and infinite. But we